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The Conference will bring together international academics from the Baltic countries and Poland  

(speakers from other countries are also welcome),  

including professors and graduate, master or postgraduate (doctoral/PhD) students,  

to present methodological novelties and faunistic research  

in their respective fields. 

The first aim of the Conference is to provide opportunities for academics from various countries representing 

a range of disciplines of entomology to share their research through the conference podium. 

The Conference’s second aim is to provide opportunities for academics to receive informal in-depth 

feedback through discussions and enable them to establish contact with professionals from other countries 

and institutions. 



Urgent need for intensifying the faunistic research 

 

The last decades were characterized by faunistics and systematics regaining their significance and now these 

disciplines are becoming an important area of biological research. One of the most fundamental challenges 

for mankind of the 21st century is to document the extent and distribution of global biodiversity as well as 

understand the ecological processes that generate and maintain it. Such information will be essential for 

informing and guiding efforts to safeguard the natural ecosystems that provide the Earth’s life support 

systems. Without the baseline data of faunistic and taxonomic diversity providing means for the 

identification of the species in a region, no one can go further and properly plan their conservation or their 

control in case of invasive species. 

 

Fast development of modern research techniques, which flourished at the end of 20th century, slightly 

diminished interest in the faunistic research. On the other hand, the negative impact on ecosystems, including 

threats from human activity that causes habitat destruction and modification in the face of the global 

biodiversity crisis and climate change, led to urgent need for significant intensification of biodiversity 

studies. 

 

The Conference emphasizes the importance of the faunistic research that comprises studies into the nature of 

the insect fauna: from sampling, species identification and regional biodiversity inventory, evaluation of 

species abundance, documentation of described species (morphology incl. variability, bionomics incl. life 

cycles and habitats) and description of new taxa to taxonomic, phylogenetic, trophic, chorolological and 

other analyses of regional and global faunas. 

 

The research postulated in the Conference involves a large-scale investigation of various groups of insects, 

which, in spite of their tremendous economic importance, constitute one of the world's least known of 

faunas, and for which there has been a disturbing decline of qualified specialists. 

 

 

Professor Jonas Rimantas Stonis,  
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The Conference will be held on 3 June 2014 in Vilnius, Lithuania 

(Registration at 8:30–9:00; starts at 9:00, Auditorium 415, Faculty of Science and Technology, 

Lithuanian University of Educational Sciences, 39 Studentų St.) 
 

 

 

For any queries related to the Conference, please contact: 
Romualda Lazauskaitė (romualda.lazauskaite@leu.lt, tel. +370 5 2734864), 

or Jonas Rimantas Stonis (stonis@leu.lt, tel. +370 616 20340). 
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HONOUR CHAIR 
 

 

Acad. Algirdas Gaižutis (Rector of the Lithuanian University of Educational Sciences, Vilnius, 

Lithuania) 
 

Dr. Donald R. Davis (Leading Scientist in the field of insect taxonomy, NMNH, Smithsonian 

Institution, Washington, D.C., USA) 
 

 

 

 

GENERAL CHAIR 
 

 

Prof. Habil. Dr. Jonas Rimantas Stonis (Chairman, LEU, Vilnius, Lithuania) 
 

 

 

 

INTERNATIONAL SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE 
 

 

Prof. Dr. Virginijus Sruoga (Dean of the Faculty of Science and Technology, LEU, Vilnius, 

Lithuania) 
 

Prof. Habil. Dr. Vincas Būda (Director of the Nature Research Centre, NRC, Vilnius, Lithuania) 
 

Prof. Habil. Dr. Rimantas Rakauskas (Head of the Zoology Department, VU, Vilnius, Lithuania) 
 

Prof. Dr. Sigitas Podėnas (Leading Research Scientist, NRC, Vilnius, Lithuania) 
 

Dr. M. Alma Solis (Leading Research Scientist, USDA, NMNH, Smithsonian Institution / formerly 

Head of Systematic Entomology Laboratory, United States Department of Agriculture, Washington, 

D.C., USA) 
 

Dr. Svetlana V. Baryshnikova (Leading Research Scientist, Zoological Institute of Russian 

Academy of Sciences, St. Petersburg, Russia) 
 

Dr. Aleksandr L. Lvovsky (Leading Research Scientist, Zoological Institute of Russian Academy of 

Sciences, St. Petersburg, Russia) 
 

Dr. David C. Lees (Postdoctoral Research Associate, Skylab, Department of Zoology, Cambridge 

University, Cambridge, United Kingdom) 
 

Dr. Blanca Huertas (Curator of the Lepidoptera Collection, Natural History Museum, London, 

United Kingdom) 
 

Dr. Jean-François Landry (Leading Research Scientist and Curator, and Editor of an international 

zoological taxonomy journal – Zootaxa, Canadian National Collection of Insects, Arachnids, and 

Nematodes, Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada, Ottawa, Canada) 
 

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Andrius Petrašiūnas (VU and President of the Lithuanian Entomological Society) 
 



Assoc. Prof. Dr. Romualda Lazauskaitė (Vice-Dean of the Faculty of Science and Technology, 

LEU, Vilnius, Lithuania) 
 

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Jurga Turčinavičienė (Vice-Dean of the Faculty of Natural Sciences, VU, Vilnius, 

Lithuania) 
 

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Arūnas Diškus (Senior Researcher, LEU, Vilnius, Lithuania) 
 

Dr. Brigita Tamutė (Vytautas Magnus University and Tadas Ivanauskas Zoological Museum, 

Kaunas, Lithuania) 
 

Prof. Dr. Remigijus Noreika (Head of the Biology Department, LEU, Vilnius, Lithuania) 

 

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Regimantas Bareikis (Head of the Institute for Scientific Research, LEU, Vilnius, 

Lithuania) 
 

Assoc. Prof. Dr. John B. Heppner (Curator of Florida State Collection of Arthropods and the 

Founder of the International Association for Tropical Lepidoptera, Editor of Lepidopterorum 

Catalogus (new series) and Lepidoptera Novae, McGuire Center for Lepidoptera and Biodiversity, 

Florida Museum of Natural History, University of Florida, Gainesville, USA) 
 

 
 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
 

Prof. Habil. Dr. Jonas Rimantas Stonis (Chairman, LEU, Vilnius, Lithuania) 
 

Prof. Dr. Virginijus Sruoga (Dean, LEU, Vilnius, Lithuania) 
 

Dr. Uldis Valainis (Institute of Systematic Biology, Daugavpils University, Latvia) 
 

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Romualda Lazauskaitė (Vice-Dean, LEU, Vilnius, Lithuania) 
 

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Arūnas Diškus (Senior Researcher, LEU, Vilnius, Lithuania) 

 

PhD fellow Andrius Remeikis (NRC, Vilnius, Lithuania) 
 

Prof. Dr. Remigijus Noreika (Head of Biology Department, LEU, Vilnius, Lithuania) 


